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The 24 Hour 
Race, which raises 
funds globally 
to fight human 
trafficking, 
took place on 
April 27-28.
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Robotics 
club utilizes 
teamwork and 
proper safety 
procedures 
in order to 
succeed. Follow us on Twitter! 

@pomegranateghs

By Lisa Jost
Advisor

 When Christine Capitani-
Schreiber passed away on 
March 31, a tremendous loss 
was felt by so many people. 
Christine was not only an 
outstanding teacher, she was also 
a wonderful friend, colleague, 
wife, mother and sister who lost 
a hard-fought battle to colon 
cancer at the age of 43. She will 
be sorely missed by all of us.
 Christine began her career 
teaching science classes at 
Granada in 1999, but she left 
the district for about 10 years 
to teach in Pleasanton and to 
raise her four children before 
returning to Granada to teach 
Medical Occupations ROP.
 Even though I didn’t work at 
Granada in 1999, I heard about 
Christine right away because my 
daughter, Andrea, was a junior 
in her marine biology class.
    It was Christine’s first year 

Upbeat, inspiring teacher missed by many
teaching, but from Andrea’s 
animated description, Ms. Cap, 
as she was known then, was 
the best teacher she’d ever had. 
Andrea told me her new teacher 
was young, fun, enthusiastic, 
knowledgeable and that 
everyone loved her. I couldn’t 
wait to meet her, and fortunately, 
I didn’t have to wait long.
 Christine had organized an 
overnight marine bio field trip to 
the tide pools in Morro Bay for 
her students, and I volunteered 
to drive. Watching Christine 
with her students showed me just 
how special she was. She was 
never stressed, always upbeat 
and she had a natural, easy-
going manner with her students. 
I was more than impressed.
 She was also just as excited 
to be tide pooling as her students 
were. Her enthusiasm had clearly 
rubbed off, and while they had 
a lesson to complete, none 
of them looked at it as work. 
They were enjoying spending 

time with a teacher who clearly 
loved what she was doing, and 
in that way, she made her lesson 
fun, memorable and inspiring. 
 That is really who 
Christine always was.
 Social science teacher 
Monica Brickwedel quickly 
became friends with Christine 
during those early days of her 
career. “I’ve known her since her 
first stint here at GHS teaching 
science and rolling a cart of 
supplies from classroom to 
classroom because there wasn’t 
an empty room for her in which 
to teach,” said Brickwedel.
 “She habitually would 
say ‘Cool Beans!’ when 
acknowledging a positive 
action,” Brickwedel added. 
“She had such a genuine aura 
about her, the hugest smile, 
the most optimistic view of 
life, and the goofiest laugh.”
 Brickwedel and Christine 
had similar features, and 
often students assumed they 

were related. “We would 
dress alike on twin day,” said 
Brickwedel. “Christine would 
often stop by during class and 

we would play off the ‘sister’ 
thing in front of the kids.”
 Math teacher and Assistant 

See Capitani-Schreiber, page 8

District write may undergo some revision next year

Photo courtesy of Mark Schreiber 
Christine Capitani-Schreiber, who taught Medical Occupations ROP, 
on her wedding day in November 2016. She was known for her 
enthusiastic and optimistic attitude. 

By Laney Lawrence
Staff Writer

 As students, we are 
constantly being critiqued 
on our comprehension of 
the English language and 
correct use of grammar and 
punctuation. In addition, we 
are evaluated on our ability to 
establish a cohesive essay with 
all the crucial components: an 
introduction, strong supporting 
paragraphs, meaningful 
commentary and a conclusion.
 One of the many tests that 
looks at these components is 
the district write. The goal 
of the district write is to test 
students on their basic English 
skills and place those students 
who need more assistance 
in an English support class.
 Sophomore Vice Principal 
Tori Ha and Senior Vice Principal 
Matthew Hart expressed their 
desire for a more refined process 
of administering and grading the 
district write. The general goal 
of the district write is to measure 
a student’s proficiency on an 
untimed writing assignment in 
which the students are unaware 

of the writing prompt. Hart 
added that the district write is a 
good evaluation of a student’s 
grasp of the components 
of basic essay structure. 
 The district write is a 
component of the Local 
Control and Accountability 
Plan (LCAP), which is a state 
plan that controls the funding 
schools receive. “In the LCAP, 
the district has to put in goals, 
and one of the goals is specific to 
measurements of timed writing. 
The district write is part of a very 
large plan for how we get funding 
for the school,” said Hart. 
 After district assessments are 
completed by students, they are 
graded by teachers later in the 
school year. When grading the 
district writes, English teachers 
from all grade levels, Hart 
said, are looking for “a basic 
command of essay structure 
or argumentative structure … 
[and] supporting paragraphs 
with evidence and reasoning.” 
After those components, 
teachers look for the quality 
of a conclusion paragraph, 
the “command of the English 
language” and correct use of 

spelling and grammar, said Hart.
 Helen Gladden, the Assistant 
Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction for the Livermore 
School District, added that the 
district write plays a crucial 
role in the “reclassification 
of English Learners.” 
 English teacher Tiffany 
Gatehouse said teachers want 
the district write to be something 
where students can “showcase 
their skills.” She said concerns 
arise when only 12 English 
teachers attempt to grade over 
2,000 essays, and that the 
task is “nearly impossible.”
 Gladden said the district 
write is considered a summative 
assessment, meaning that 
a student’s writing is being 
evaluated at a certain point 
in time. On the other hand, a 
formative assessment would 
test the ability of a student to 
review their work and apply 
corrections to later assessments.
 She continued saying that 
“principals use the results of the 
district literacy benchmark as 
data in their annual School Plan 
for Student Achievement (SPSA) 
to support proposed goals for 

strengthening ELA skills.”
 The administrators and 
Gladden agree that giving 
students individual feedback 
on their work is a component 
of the district write process 
they hope to improve in 
the future. With the current 
system, students are not able 
to receive individual feedback 
on their writing, Hart said. “It 
would be best if students got 
timely feedback, and feedback 
that was meaningful, and the 
system that exists now does 
not allow for that,” said Hart. 
 In addition to students not 
receiving timely feedback on 
their work, English teachers 
are removed from class to 
score the district assessments, 
taking away from a teacher’s 
instruction time in class. Hart 
said that “any time that a 
teacher is gone, it is disruptive.”
 Nonetheless, the vice 
principals and Gladden agree 
that the scheduled times 
teachers are absent from class 
can be beneficial to teachers 
and students alike. During the 
grading process, teachers can 
collaborate with others and learn 

new ways to grade assessments 
that they can then apply in 
class to students writing.
 Gladden added that “the 
day spent scoring essays and 
learning from both the process 
and the scores themselves helps 
all teachers to be more effective 
in their work as teachers of 
writing.” She continued by 
assuring students that “whenever 
a teacher is absent, a qualified 
substitute continues instruction 
using a teacher’s lesson plans.”
 Teachers are required to score 
the district assessments on an 
allotted day. If the assessments 
are not scored in the time period, 
the administrators and Gladden 
said that some of the assessments 
would not be scored. Since the 
district write is completed for 
the purpose of the LCAP and 
is a summative score, only a 
random sampling is needed to 
determine a score for the entire 
school, according to Hart. 
 “This runs contrary to the idea 
of giving individual feedback to 
students, but then again that’s 
when we have two goals that are 
at odds with this, and if we are 

See District Write, page 7
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Read The Pomegranate online! To access 
previous editions of 
the Pomegranate on 
Granada’s  school 
website, hover over 
Student Life, click  
Programs and 
choose Newspaper. 

By Vivien Wenneker
Staff Writer

 The shift from coal to 
renewable energy has been 
increasingly prevalent in many 
areas around the globe. As our 
society continues to gradually 
accept the consequences of 
climate change, we must push 
further toward more efficient 
and cleaner forms of energy.
 Many cultures around the 
globe have tried their best to 
preserve traditional ways of 
living, even when that means 
not protecting the environment. 
Some groups, however, have 
taken it upon themselves to 
convert to cleaner energy 
despite the financial setbacks. 
The Navajo tribe is one of these 
groups that has started to make 
the switch to renewable energy. 
 In March, the tribe gave up 
trying to purchase the Navajo 
Generating Station (NGS) 
in northern Arizona, one of 
the West’s largest coal-fired 
power plants. The facility is 
an economic engine, but it is 
also one of the largest carbon 
emitters in the region, capable 
of burning up to 24,000 tons of 
coal daily. The station has been 
at the center of environmental 
debate for nearly five decades. 

 The NGS has brought jobs 
to the Navajo and Hopi people, 
and now both tribes face severe 
cutbacks in their general fund 
budgets with the closure. Despite 
this economic drawback, the 
decision has been applauded 
by environmentalists. “It’s 
been known for a long time 
that coal isn’t the future, but 
this final certainty is crucial,” 
said Lori Goodman, a member 
of the group Dine CARE.
 She continued, “For anyone 
who has been hesitant about 
moving strongly for renewable 
energy development, for building 
our economy in ways that will 
benefit our communities and 
our mother Earth and father 
Sky, now there is no reason 
or excuse to hold back.” 
 Before the Committee of 
Navajo Nation delegates voted 
to end their pursuit of buying the 
plant, there were still concerns 
that prevented some members 
from voting in favor of renewable 
energy. However, this concern 
was outweighed by environmental 
concerns in a close 11-9 vote in 
favor of giving up on the NGS. 
Environmental activists cheered 
the council’s decision that day 
since they have been long opposed 
to coal operations on tribal lands. 
 Three generations of Hopi and 

Navajo people have worked for 
the coal plant, which makes the 
switch away from coal even more 
financially threatening to tribal 
income. It remains uncertain how 
the tribes will compensate for this 
lack of income, making it even 
more admirable that they put the 
long-term welfare of the Earth 
ahead of their immediate income. 
 Global investment in 
renewable energy has varied 
from year to year, but has 
generally been on an upward 
trend. According to Bloomberg 
New Energy Finance, “Global 
markets saw 3% growth in clean 
energy investment to over $333.5 
billion in 2017. Compare that 
to a total of $279.8 billion from 
the Renewable Energy Policy 
Network of the 21st century.”
 The Navajo tribe’s decision 
heralds a necessary end to a long 
trend of fossil fuel usage within the 
tribe. This change may encourage 
more people to reconsider the 
presence of fossil fuels in their 
everyday lives and the effect that 
its usage has on the environment. 
 Even if individuals are 
not made to answer for their 
personal contributions to carbon 
emissions, they will at least 
consider their role in perpetuating 
a system whose ultimate outcome 
is the destruction of the planet. 

projects.propublica.org
The Navajo Generating Station (NGS) has been a hot topic in Arizona 
for years, as the state cannot decide whether the environmental 
concerns it poses outweigh the economic contributions it provides. 

projects.propublica.org

Navajo decision to abandon coal is for greater good

By Rebecca Bauman
Editor-in-Chief

 The recent arrest of Julian 
Assange has raised questions 
about freedom of the press. 
Although Assange’s organization, 
WikiLeaks, is not always 
considered to be a member of 
the press, its release of classified 
information has nevertheless 
created debate on whether the 
“fourth estate” should be limited. 
 Undoubtedly, an unfettered 

press presents challenges. The 
main concerns cited are often 
the risks to national security and 
the instigation of public unrest. 
 While these concerns are valid, 
responsible news organizations 
such as the New York Times 
seldom make pointless attacks 
on the government. Additionally, 
these organizations frequently 
consult with government officials 
before releasing sensitive 
information and will withhold 
the publishing of certain 

stories when to do so would 
cause more harm than good.
 In the same way that the 
executive, legislative and judicial 
branches regulate one another, 
the press acts as a mechanism 
that forces accountability on 
government. According to ideas.
ted.com, the “ongoing conflict 
between the government’s 
attempts to strengthen and 
protect itself and the press’ 
attempts to scrutinize and report 
on the government” helps hold 

public officials accountable.
 The Espionage Act of 1917, 
which was passed under President 
Woodrow Wilson to reduce 
public opposition to World War 
I, placed major limitations on the 
press. However, individuals such 
as Charles Schenck defied these 
restraints. Schenck, a member of 
the Socialist Party, was involved 
in the distribution of 15,000 
leaflets that encouraged drafted 
men to resist military service. 
 When Schenck was arrested, 
convicted and sentenced to 
30 years in prison, his case 
(Schenck v. U.S.) was taken to 
the Supreme Court. In the end, 
the court ruled that Espionage 
Act limitations on speech were 
constitutional under the “clear 
and present danger” standard. 
 The Espionage Act is still 
in effect, albeit with multiple 
amendments. Over the 102 years 
of its existence, it has been used 
to prosecute 13 Americans for 
leaking secrets to the press. 
Eight of those whistleblowers, 
including former U.S. Army 
soldier Chelsea Manning and 
former C.I.A employee Edward 

Transparent, free press remains essential to democracy
Snowden, were prosecuted 
under the Obama administration.
 The heightened use of the 
Espionage Act has a stifling 
effect on the sharing of important 
information. Since government 
employees face harsh penalties if 
they reveal classified information 
to journalists, they are less willing 
to bring up suspicious government 
actions. In the end, unreported 
misconduct could have negative 
effects on the general public. 
 At the moment, most 
states already have laws 
that protect whistleblowers 
and journalists who release 
confidential information to the 
public. However, there is little 
protection available to them at 
a national level, which means 
the federal government can 
still enforce harsh penalties. 
 The passing of additional 
laws such as the Free Flow of 
Information Act would prevent 
journalists from being forced 
to reveal sources or documents 
to the federal government. 
 Complete protection of those 
in pursuit of transparency is 
essential to a strong democracy.
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Matador on the Street: What job would you be bad at & why?
By Pomegranate Staff

Daphne Yan, 
Freshman
“Pilot: (I) don’t want to 
crash, requires a lot of 
focus and I would get 
sick.”

Farbon Ranganian, 
Sophomore
“I would be a bad lawyer 
because I’m not good at 
convincing anyone about 
anything.”

Baily Sohn, 
Junior
“Those people that have 
to grab your attention at 
the mall ... because I have 
to interrupt their nice time 
to say ‘y’all want some 
cheese?’”

Olivier Rooney, 
Senior
“A flight attendant 
because they have to 
deal with other people’s 
issues when it isn’t their 
problem.”

Tiffany Gatehouse, 
English, Leadership Teacher
“A taxi driver because I 
always get lost.”

Political tension opens door for discussion
By Vivien Wenneker

Staff Writer
 As a result of two rather 
polarizing presidents, politics 
have become extremely divided, 
to the point where it has become 
difficult to have a respectful 
conversation concerning 
politics. The news media is 
partly to blame for this because 
every day there is “Breaking 
News!” that really isn’t. Yet, this 
constant drama keeps the public 
in a state of anxiety, making 
us more sensitive and critical 
when dealing with people 
who have opposing views.
 People are too quick to 
judge others, and the end result 
is often troubling. Just recently 
a woman berated in a man in 
a Bay Area coffee shop for 
wearing a Make America Great 

Again baseball cap. While she 
may not have agreed with the 
political views of this man, she 
had no right to verbally attack 
in for simply being a member 
of an opposing political party. 
 As well, the ongoing conflict 
between the president and the 
media indicates a decrease 
in democratic principles, 
namely those of free speech 
and freedom of the press. 
To have a Commander-in-
Chief who is at odds with the 
press makes it difficult for 
the people to trust the news. 
 At this point in politics, we 
shouldn’t be as concerned with 
trying to prove others wrong as 
we should be with trying to find 
a common ground with those 
who have long opposed our 
individual ideological beliefs. 
 Simply talking with another 

person about one’s different 
perspectives can make each 
and every one of us more 
readily able to understand 
diverse perspectives and be 
open to others’ differences. 
 This is an extremely 
valuable ability, given the 
current divisive political 
climate that often encourages a 
dismissal of the ideas of others 
with whom we don’t agree, 
even when there is potential 
legitimacy in their claims. 
 Politics has always had the 
power to evoke animosity out of 
people, but now that is especially 
prevalent. The concept of trying 
to see something from someone 
else’s point of view is often lost 
in the chaos of our modern day 
news cycle. News anchors on 
both sides have equally become 
active participants in downright 

rejecting the others’ claims. 
 We can further combat 
this issue by dismissing the 
media’s divisive stigma and 
thereby promote unity, even in 
the face of difference. We must 
not view distinction as grounds 
for dismissal, but rather find 
similarities that can form the 
basis of a future collaboration 
that will benefit everyone. 
 We all have similar cares and 
concerns; what we can’t agree 
on is how to deal with them. 
Most people want some sort of 
immigration reform, some sort 
of affordable health care and 
some sort of fair and reasonable 
wages for all workers.
 The political divisiveness 
that the United States is 
experiencing is unprecedented 
in its widespread margins, going 
as far as to alienate some of our 

opponents, especially by using 
terms such as  “left-winged 
radicals” or “conservative 
cranks.” This will only further 
spread more political division 
and lead to less understanding.
 We need our legislators to be 
able to sit down and discuss these 
issues so that we might solve 
these problems. But to resort to 
name calling and belittling of 
one another gets us nowhere. If 
Americans expect this political 
climate to ever change, then 
they must talk with each other 
and start to compromise. 
 And, perhaps if we the 
people could start listening 
to and speaking with, and not 
to, one another about areas 
of common concern without 
letting anger get in the way, then 
maybe we could teach those in 
Congress how to do their jobs.

Nipsey Hussle’s death brings attention to gang violence 
By Nathan Canilao

Sports Editor
 Rapper Ermias Asghedom, 
otherwise known as Nipsey 
Hussle, was tragically murdered 
outside of his clothing store, 
Marathon, on March 31, 2019. 
His death came as a surprise 
to many, as he was a pillar 
in the hip-hop community 
as well as the community in 
Crenshaw, California. Hussle’s 
murder has raised questions 
about how gang violence 
should be adressed in America.
 Hussle was a known gang 
member before he became 
a member of the Rollin 60’s 
Neighborhood Crips. At this 
point, Hussle made drastic 
changes to the way he lived his 
life, focusing his attention on 
bettering his community while 
making quality music. He had 
talked about ending violence 
by uniting gang members in 
South Central Los Angeles 
to better their communities. 
 Although Hussle was no 
longer involved with gang 

business, his death was the 
result of a gang-related shooting. 
According to reports from TMZ, 
the man arrested for 
killing Hussle,  Eric 
Holder, was a known 
gang member 
who targeted 
Hussle based 
on gang loyalty. 
 This particular 
shooting was 
heart wrenching to 
people in Hussle’s 
community because 
of their opinions 
on Hussle’s goals 
to improve poor 
communities around 
the nation. Gang 
violence has been 
on a steady  decline 
in California, along 
with a decrease in 
gun deaths in the 
city of  Los Angeles. 
 With that being said, there are 
still over 130,000 gang members 
in the Los Angeles area with 
about 1,350 total gangs. The 
country still has not been able 

to pinpoint how gang violence 
and gang-related deaths across 
the country can be prevented.

 One of the proposals to stop 
gangs in America, especially 
in California, is to gentrify 
urban and poor neighborhoods, 
which was one of Hussle’s 

biggest concerns, especially 
in South Central Los Angeles.
 Gentrification is the process 

of renovating urban 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s 
to appeal to more 
m i d d l e - i n c o m e 
citizens. However, 
this process often 
forces those with 
lower incomes 
who live in those 
neighborhoods to 
move elsewhere, 
where they could 
experience gang-
related problems.
 Places all over 
South Central Los 
Angeles are being 
bought out by richer 
people, then flipped 
for a large profit. 
This doesn’t change 
gang violence as 
gang members are 

just being pushed to other places 
in California like Pomona, San 
Bernardino and San Diego.
 Hussle’s main goal was to 
keep businesses and housing in 

these urban communities owned 
by people who grew up in the 
area, while also slowly teaching 
the new generation to stay away 
from gangs in the neighborhood.
 Hussle also petitioned for 
reform of former gang members 
in his music. He believed that 
rehabilitation of gang members 
would also lower the number 
of gang-related attacks in these 
communities. Hussle was 
supposed to meet with LAPD a few 
days after his death to talk about 
the gang scene in Los Angeles, 
and how this could be fixed with 
the cooperation of the police 
department and the community.
 In his grammy-nominated 
album Victory Lap,  Hussle 
urged uniting gangs to better 
Los Angeles communities. 
 Hussle was a pillar in his 
community which he was 
helping to improve. He was an 
advocate for speaking out against 
gang violence and other gang 
-related issues in his community. 
His musical legacy will last 
for years, but his influential 
message will last forever. 

newsweek.com
Nipsey Hussle was tragically killed on March 31, 2019 in a 
shooting concerning gang loyalty.
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Song

Game of Thrones
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Based off George R.R. Martin’s 
A Song of Ice and Fire,  HBO’s 
Game of Thrones is a popular 
series that follows powerful 
families, knights and other men 
who want to obtain power by 
sitting on the Iron Throne to rule 
the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros. 
This year, 6 episodes for the 8th 
and final season of the show 
will air every Sunday. Fans will 
finally see who will sit on the Iron 
Throne and who will die trying.

Last month in April, Jennifer 
Lopez released a single called 
“Medicine,” paired with a music 
video that came out on the same 
day. The costumes in the music 
video are elaborate, loud and 
unique. The song is something 
you would hear in a club because 
it’s fun and upbeat.  It wouldn’t 
be surprising to see this video win 
an award at the MVA’s (Music 
Video Awards). I’m excited to 
see what JLO has in store for us.

By Puneet Bsanti
Features Editor

 Khalid’s second album, 
Free Spirit, was released on 
April 5 and it has 17 songs 
in total. Before the actual 
album release, Khalid released 
three singles, “My Bad,” 
“Better” and “Talk,” which 
featured the band Disclosure.
 All three of these songs have 
a very low,  quiet melody. They 
are the type of songs that will put 
you in a somber mood because 
of the melody and moving lyrics. 
 In fact, most of the songs on 
the album seem like they have a 
personal story for the singer. “I’m 
at the point of understanding 
that I still know nothing at all on 
Free Spirit. I feel like the music 
right now that I’m writing is 
very self-reflective,” said Khalid 
during his Billboard interview. 
 Songs such as “Bad 
Luck” and “Hundred” focus 
on temporary or unreliable 
people. “Bad Luck” is about 
how people are  always leaving 
and that it is better to be alone 
than with someone who is 
temporary. Both of these songs 
bring up the theme of focusing 
more on self-confidence and 
not letting people use you. 
 “Bluffin” is another song 
that has a very deep but sad 
story. It talks about the misery 
of being stuck in a toxic 
relationship where two people 
are constantly fighting with 
one another. Khalid questions 
whether this is the last night they 
have together or if they will just 
end up staying together because 
their relationship is so broken. 

 “Right Back” is one of 
the more upbeat songs on the 
album. It’s about not being in 
a serious relationship but still 
wanting to prove yourself to 
the person. It continues on by 
saying that if things start going 
too fast, then they can bring it 
right back and slow it down. 
 Free Spirit also features a 
song with singer John Mayer 
called “Outta My Head.” 
Although Mayer plays the 
guitar in the background, his 
performance is not the most 
prominent feature in the song. 
 “Better” is my personal 
favorite of the songs, which 

is about two people who are 
not exclusive to one another 
but  who have deep feelings for 
each other. The lyrics describe a 
situation where the two people 
feel fine showing affection 
to each other when they’re 
alone, but want to do the same 
when other people are around. 
 Overall, the songs from 
this album will churn up your 
most gloomy but self-loving 
feelings. As always, Khalid 
was able to bring out the reality 
of love and heartbreak in this 
album by constructing songs 
that contain a deeper meaning 
behind each and every lyric.

May Movie Review
Hellboy directed by Neil Marshall

By Jaxen McLaren
Assistant Editor

 Hellboy had some big shoes 
to fill this year with many 
fans of the original movies 
eager to see the new release. 
On April 2, old and new fans 
alike filled the theaters to 
watch the new action flick. 
 Critics were initially nervous 
when the trailer released 
due to some poor animation. 
Needless to say, the film made 
corrections and the high-action  
scene looked crisp and realistic.
 The film is a reset of the 
Hellboy series, and is the third 
live-action in the franchise.  
Based on the graphic novels by 
Mike Mignola, the plot centers on 
Hellboy’s battle with  an ancient 
sorceress who is bent on revenge.
 Director Neil Marshall did a 
good job of making the movie 
his own while at the same time  
crediting the former director 
Guillermo del Toro and keeping 
the film in its roots. Marshall was 
praised for keeping del Toro’s 
aesthetic of big monsters with 
heavily gruesome battle scenes.
 Hellboy takes place years 
after the previous settings 
of other movies. In the 2019 
release, Hellboy is asked to 
return to the BPRD (Bureau 
of Paranormal Research and 
Defense) led by his human 
father to help defend against 
Nimue, an ancient sorceress 
determined to let all monsters 

roam about the world freely.
 With a cast stocked with big 
name actors like David Harbour 
(Stranger Things), Milla 
Jovovich and Sasha Lane, the 
movie has been turning heads 
and peaking interest all around.
 David Harbour played 
Hellboy wonderfully, showing 
viewers the emotional dilemma 
Hellboy feels through the 
course of the movie. He feels 
equally connected to both 
the monster and human race. 
 The film features top-of-
the line fight scenes that were 
choreographed and executed 
perfectly, along with a killer 
soundtrack with songs like 
“Kickstart My Heart” by 
Mötley Crüe and Alice Cooper’s 
“Welcome to My Nightmare.”
Joe Morgenstern of the Wall 
Street Journal said, “An instant 
classic, bursting the bonds 
of its genre. Hellboy fills the 
screen with gorgeous imagery, 
vertiginous action and a 
surprising depth of feeling.” 
 The movie scored rather 
highly despite negative 
feedback during the release. 
Hellboy also received a rating 
of 81% on Rotten Tomatoes, 
which is quite impressive. 
 With wicked humor and 
non-stop action, Hellboy can 
be enjoyed by a number of 
audiences. Whether you’ve seen 
the originals or not, Marshall 
connects the dots well, and 
the movie is worth your while. 

If you like Mexican food, you 
will love Los Caporales, located 
on Railroad Avenue. Finding 
authentic Mexican food for a 
good price in Livermore is a 
real dilemma, but this taqueria 
has great food that won’t empty 
your wallet. One of the best 
parts is that you can see all the 
ingredients behind the counter, 
where they make the food. So 
while waiting, you can watch 
how your food is being made.

4
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By Laney Lawrence
Staff Writer

 “Wildflowers don’t care 
where they grow,” sang Dolly 
Parton in her 1987 song 
“Wildflowers.” The singer uses 
wildflowers as a metaphor for a 
free and prosperous life, where 
nothing is holding you back. 
 Science teacher Will Rasor 
connects with this metaphor 
on a personal level, believing 
that he, like the wildflowers, 
will be filled with joy 
wherever he ends up in life. 
 His favorite activities outside 
of teaching include “hiking in 
search of wildflowers,” where 
he wears his homemade tie dye 
shirts that he loves making.
 After teaching here for 12 
years, Rasor will be leaving 
Granada at the end of the 
school year, with plans to 
move down to San Clemente 
in Southern California. 
 He said that he has always 
wished to be close to his family, 
and that this move will allow 

him to do that and establish 
stronger bonds with them. 
 Rasor plans to continue 
teaching science while living in 
San Clemente. However, he said 
that leaving Granada will be a 
“bittersweet goodbye” because of 
all the time he has spent here and the 
relationships he has established.
 The science teacher’s favorite 
part of being at Granada is 
“meeting all the different students 
and staff,” which is why he 
finds it difficult to move away.
 Rasor comes from a family 
of teachers, which prompted 
him to become interested in the 
profession. He said that he “love(s) 
the science world,” because of 
the diverse variety of hands-
on activities and experiments.
 His favorite part of teaching 
is “making a connection with 
students and seeing each 
student as an individual.”
 In addition to teaching science, 
Rasor is also the advisor of the 
Gender and Sexuality Alliance 
Club (GSA) that meets in his 
room (S3) every Tuesday at lunch.

 Rasor has been the advisor for 
this impactful club for about four 
years. On Wednesday, March 10, 
students were given the option 
to participate in the Day of 
Silence that addressed the silent 
suffering of LGBTQ students.
 Students who wished to 
participate wore a neon sticker 
to inform people of their 
participation in the protest.
 Rasor said that the Day of 
Silence was important because 
“it brought awareness to the 
bullying and name-calling 
that some LGBTQ students 
experience. Also, it was a day 
where allies were visible.”
 He was recently awarded 
the Alcosta Service Center 
Human Rights Award
for his work as the advisor of the 
GSA Club, for his presentations 
completed for the FAIR Act 
(Fair, Accurate, Inclusive, and 
Respectful Education), and for 
his support of state laws designed 
to protect LGBTQ students. 
Rasor was honored for his service 
at the Alcosta WHO (We Honor 

Ours) luncheon on April 13.
 Rasor’s efforts have “changed 
the environment and opened the 
door to make our district a safer 
place for students and staff,” said 
Cate Sarraille, President of the 
Livermore Education Association.
 When asked his reaction to 
the award, Rasor said, “It made 
me feel proud of the work I am 
doing, and it is a good award as I 

am wrapping up here at Granada.”
 The community here at 
Granada will miss an excellent 
teacher and impactful person. 
But like a wildflower, Rasor 
will go where life takes him, 
settling down to create strong 
bonds with his family and 
continuing his passion of teaching 
science and bonding with 
students and his fellow teachers.

Meet your ASB officers
By Jason DeSantis

Staff Writer
 Mortal Kombat 11’s long 
awaited release after Mortal 
Kombat X has definitely been 
worth the wait. With fans waiting 
four years for a new Mortal 
Kombat and two years for another 
fighting game from NetherRealm 
Studios, this new release had 
high expectations. For many long 
time fans of the franchise, Mortal 
Kombat 11 has met all of them.
 The long-awaited game has 
many returning and new fighters to 
choose from and fight with. There 
are 25 characters at launch with 
various new coming fighters as well 
as many more to come with DLC 
releasing within a few months.
 To go along with the assortment 
of colorful characters, new and 
old, the gameplay itself is also 
incredible. Each punch and 
each kick that every character 
throws looks amazing with a 
huge display of color to go with 
it. The game feels lively and is a 
good change of pace from older 
games that look dark and gloomy. 
 While there is a story mode 
within the game, it isn’t much 
of a selling point as the online 
mode or the battle towers 
are. Within multiplayer, the 
player can fight casually or 
competitively, both of which 
can consume hours of free time. 

 In a casual fight, the player is 
more likely to find new players or 
people just trying to have fun and 
test out new fighters in the game. 
If you have a competitive side, you 
can find more experienced players 
inside the ranked multiplayer. 
 Both modes have different 
choices, such as King of the Hill 
where a player fights for as long as 
possible against a group of opponents 
in a lobby. There is also just a regular 
party room where players can group 
together within the room and fight 
each other to their heart’s content.
 To complement the online 
features that this game boasts, there is 
also abounding single player options. 
There are the returning features, such 
as the Krypt where you can find new 
fatalities or brutalities, both of which 
are bloody staples of the game itself. 
 Players can practice the 
character they would like to master 
in the returning practice mode as 
well as the “single fight” feature. 
There are also towers of time, a 
new feature similar to the regular 
towers that pit the player against 
an assortment of CPU fighters 
leading up to a final boss after 
defeating all the other challengers. 
 All in all, Mortal Kombat 11 is 
definitely a game worth purchasing 
from its endless single player 
features to the hours upon hours 
of gameplay you can spend in 
multiplayer mode. This is easily a 
Game of the Year candidate thus far.

dlcompare.com

Rasor heads south after 12 years at Granada

MK 11 has finally arrived 

I ran for my position 
because I really enjoy 
Granada High School 
as a whole, and I wanted 
to make a positive 
difference on campus. 
I’m most excited to 
make a difference on 
campus. My goals 
for next year are to 
set a good example 
and create a fun and 
happy environment 
and lead by example.

Zach Miller 
President 

JJ Knight
Vice President

I  ran for my position 
because I wanted to 
help the Leadership 
program and give my 
best efforts to any 
tasks assigned. I am 
excited for fun rallies, 
sports games and 
school days. My goals 
are to make Granada 
students feel pride at 
this awesome school 
and put forth my best 
efforts as an officer.

Luke Moylan
Treasurer

I wanted to be treasurer 
because I intend to 
major in something 
business-related, and 
I wanted experience 
handling money. My 
goal for next year 
is to have no drop-
off from this year’s 
ASB office. I want to 
immediately make an 
impact similar to that 
of this year’s office 
without getting worse.

Corinna Bartolotto
Secretary

I ran for the secretary 
position because 
I wanted to make 
an impact on the 
school as well as 
be informed about 
events on campus. I 
am especially excited 
about working with 
the other officers. 
My goal for next 
year is to improve 
campus life and keep 
track of everything.

Brooke Eddy
Publicity Chair

I ran for this position 
because I’ve been in 
leadership before and 
really enjoyed it!  I am 
excited to be super 
creative and increase 
spirit and awareness of 
events because I think 
attending events will 
make your high school 
experience more 
enjoyable. Let’s make 
the 2019-2020 school 
year a good one!

Ally Cooper
Rally Commissioner

I decided to run for the 
Rally Commissioner 
position because I have 
been in leadership 
for a couple of years 
and I love unifying 
the school and 
encouraging spirit. I’m 
excited to be a senior 
next year and make 
fun rallies. My goals 
for next year are to 
have successful rallies 
and to just have fun. 

Adriana Chavez
Recognition Chair

I’m super excited 
about picking out gifts 
and getting to work 
with amazing athletes 
for the “Athlete of 
the Week.” My goals 
are to make sure that 
Granada’s athlete, 
band members 
and clubs get the 
recognition that they 
deserve and to simply 
spread positivity 
thoughout our campus. 

Taylynn Low
Athletics & Spirit 

Commissioner
I ran for this postition 
because I love school 
spirit and want to 
embrace it at Granada. 
I want to plan an 
awesome Lip Dub, 
provide cheaper spirit 
wear and boost event 
participation. If you 
are scared to dress 
up, forget that! High 
school only happens 
once, so go all out!

Photo by Laney Lawrence
Will Rasor, after teaching science at Granada for 12 years, has decided 
to move to San Clemente in order to be closer to his family.



features
may 2019

6

By Theo Dean
Perspectives Editor

 Gun violence and mass 
shootings have come into the 
forefront of Americans’ lives. 
Although gun violence has long 
been a problem in the United 
States, the issue has been thrust 
even more into the spotlight in this 
decade as a result of the increasing 
number of mass shootings across 
the country. Although almost all 
Americans recognize gun control 
is a significant problem, there is 
a clear political divide on how 
gun control should be tackled. 
 The Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting on December 14, 
2012, grabbed national attention 
when 20 young children and 6 
adults were killed at the school 
by a 20-year-old gunman. Since 
then, gun control has been put into 
the spotlight even more so than 
in the past. Despite polarizing 
views on the topic, and the many 
protests and arguments on both 
sides of the issue, limited gun 
control laws have been passed. 
 While there are distinct 
disagreements on how to reform 

gun laws, many believe that 
changes do need to take place. 
Current gun laws and restrictions 
have not proven effective.
 In fact, a New York Times 
study, which was last updated 
only two days after the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
shooting on February 14, 2018, 
found that in sixteen of nineteen 
mass shootings dating back to 
April 2009, the shooter had 
passed background checks 
or legally bought the guns.
 Out of the other three 
shootings, one shooter (Adam 
Lanza, the 20-year-old shooter 
at Sandy Hook) used guns 
legally obtained by his mother; 
one background check was not 
entered in the system and failed to 
prevent a gun from being bought; 
and one background check 
was not carried out properly. 
 A limited number of changes 
have been made to gun laws this 
decade, especially considering 
the magnitude and devastation 
of the mass shootings that have 
occurred in recent years. In fact, 
a study by German Lopez of Vox 
reported that there has only been 

By Rebecca Bauman
Editor-in-Chief

 The Green Team Club, 
which had their first meeting 
on April 15, is committed 
to helping the environment 
through community service. 
 Juniors Jackie Fenner 
(president), Vasvi Patel 
(vice president), Laurie Liu 
(secretary) and Ryann Lubeck, 
as well as senior Hadi Zeid 
(director of public relations), 
began the club in order to raise 
awareness about environmental 
issues in the community. 
Biology teacher Cristina 
Alvarez is the club’s advisor. 
 Fenner decided to organize 
the Green Team when she 
realized that there weren’t any 
environmental science clubs, 
which she “thought was kind 
of crazy because it’s such a big 
issue.” Especially in the past 

few decades, environmental 
science has become an 
important discussion topic. 
 In the end, Fenner chose to 
create the Green Team, which 
involved “mixing volunteering 
and helping the environment.” 
She chose to combine these 
two ideas because she felt it 
“would be a good combination 
to better our community.”
 On May 11, the Green Team 
will be selling either stickers or 
buttons for “De-Stress Day.”
 Since meetings only began 
recently, members have not 
had the chance to perform 
any community service yet.
 However, Fenner is 
planning  group trips to Fertile 
Groundworks on May 11 and 
May 25. Fertile Groundworks 
is a non-profit organization 
located at the Asbury United 
Methodist Church that grows 
food for Open Heart Kitchen 

and local food pantries. 
 In 2016, Fertile Groundworks 
grew more than 20,000 pounds of 
produce, all the while promoting 
the “creation and sustainable 
operation of community, 
school and employee gardens,” 
according to their website.
 Volunteers have a choice 
between construction projects, 
which include building compost 
bins, bat boxes and other 
garden related structures, and 
gardening activities, which 
include bed maintenance, 
planting, harvesting, pruning, 
propagating or composting.
 The Green Team is also 
planning a movie night at the 
end of May. Proceeds would go 
to the Save the Bay organization.
 The club meets every other 
Monday at lunch in Alvarez’ 
room, S-11. If you want to join 
the fight for the environment, 
join them on Monday, May 27. 

one full week since 2013 without 
a mass shooting: the week of 
January 5, 2014. However, only 
13 states and Washington D.C. 
currently require background 
checks at the point of transfer of 
a weapon; and in two of those 
states, the background checks 
only apply to some types of guns. 
 Not all people believe 
background checks would 
improve the situation at all. In an 
article titled “What Lurks Behind 
‘Universal’ Background Checks,” 
Chris Cox, Executive Director 
for the NRA-ILA (National 
Rifle Association Institute for 
Legislative Action), ridiculed the 
stance of anti-gun proponents 
like House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
and other anti-gun supporters. 
Cox wrote, “Translation: 
Universal background checks, 
while inconsequential to public 
safety, are a necessary piece of an 
overall puzzle that will transform 
the U.S. right to keep and bear 
arms into a European style 
privilege reserved for wealthy 
elite who can afford to comply 
with burdensome, bureaucratic 
procedures to acquire a firearm.”

 In general, states have passed 
more new legislation than the 
federal government has. Locally, 
California has made some of the 
most changes, including a few in 
2019. The minimum age to buy 
rifles and shotguns in the state is 
now 21, with exceptions for law 
enforcement or military members 
and those with hunting licenses. 
Illinois, Oregon and Washington 
have also made changes this year.
 While gun laws have 
undergone limited change at the 
federal level for many years, 
one notable change has been 
made this year: bump stocks, 
which allow semi-automatic 
rifles to shoot faster rounds, 

have been banned as of March. 
 In the end, some changes 
have been made to gun laws, but 
not many. Disagreements over 
how to reform gun laws have 
made change difficult, which 
has only further inflamed both 
anti-gun and pro-gun activists.
 Six days after deadly 
shootings in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, the nation 
banned assault rifles. The quick 
turnaround in New Zealand has 
left many Americans wondering 
why change with respect to gun 
laws is so difficult for the United 
States. For now,  Americans will 
have to wait and see whether any 
significant change will come at all. 

Photo by Cristina Alvarez
Members of the Green Team Club, led by junior Jackie Fenner (far left), focus on helping the environment 
by volunteering and raising awareness about community issues. 

Green Team springs to action

Pet of the Month

What kind of animal is 
your pet?
“Henry is an ‘Off the Track 
Thoroughbred.’”
Favorite and least favorite 
aspect of your pet?
“Favorite is riding him in 
the sunshine, looking at all 
the wildlife, baby bunnies 
ground squirrels, vultures, 
barn owls and song birds. 
The worst (part) is when he 
has bucked me off.”
Best memory with your 
pet?
“I just really enjoy that he’s 
so charismatic, he’s just 
a basic brown horse, but 
everyone stops to pet him.”
How much was your pet 
and where did you get 
him?
“He is a bit of a rescue; when 
I said that I would take him, 
the owner gave him to me.”

How do people react to 
your pet?
“Everyone loves him, he’s 
like George Clooney. So 
random.”
Does your pet have a 
nickname?
“Puppy, Goof-ball.”
What other pets do you 
have?
“A dog and two cats.”
Why do you think your pet 
has character?
“He snuggles with you. It is 
ridiculously sweet.”
Anything else you’d like to 
tell us?
“He keeps me sane. He’s a 
ton of fun.”
Why did you get this pet?
“I had two other horses 
prior ... and I wanted a more 
advanced horse and Henry 
fit the bill.”

U.S. is working towards solutions to gun control 

Photo by Paul Saliski
Deborah Bailey’s horse, Henry, is a former racehorse who 
ran 19 total races. He even has a tattoo on the inside of his 
lip to prove it. 

alphanewsmn.com
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Sam Pamintuan
Senior
Shirt: Brandy 
Melville, $20
Skirt: Urban 
Outfitters, $21
Shoes: Fila, $70
Belt: Banana 
Republic, $28
Style: “Join Hip Hop 
Club”

Cameron Schrader
Senior
Shirt: Lamborghini, 
$121
Shorts: Rip Curl, $30
Shoes: Vans, $60
Hat: New Era, $30
Watch: Apple, $600
Style: “Expensive but 
not expensive”

Flavor of Fashion
By Vivien Wenneker, Staff Writer 
and Nathan Canilao, Sports Editor

By Jason DeSantis
Staff Writer

 The robotics team spent 
months constructing a robot 
that would get them to 
the World Championship, 
with the chance to compete 
against the world’s top teams. 
 At the World Championship 
in Houston, they won four 
out of their ten matches 
and placed 44 out of 67 in 
their division, landing them 
outside of playoff contention 
but setting the groundwork 
for their upcoming season.
 The team, known as “System 
Overload,”  has been involved 
with building robots since their 
freshmen year and some even 
began as early as 8th grade.
 Even though every team 
wants to win at the World 
Championship, safety and a 
good working environment are 
strongly encouraged. Awards 
are given to individuals who 
show exceptional helpfulness 
and safety, even going as far as 
to grant a ticket to the World 
Championship if the team 
doesn’t win all of their matches. 
 In fact, the reason System 
Overload made it past the 
qualifiers in Half Moon Bay 
was because of its outstanding 
safety in their workspace and 
their teamwork as well as 
their ability to work with other 
teams for a common goal.
 Before any competition starts 
though, each team goes through 

a “build season” in which teams, 
which are backed by sponsors to 
help fund the process, carefully 
design, prototype, construct and 
manufacture their machinery. 
Junior Hardit Singh, who is a 
team leader, said, “This year 
we were on an extremely tight 
budget and only spent $2,000 
out of a maximum of $5,500.” 
 The teams were given a set 
of rules on how this year’s event 
would be played, which each 
squad tried to adhere to as they 
specifically designed robots to 
do certain things. Some tasks 
include having the machinery 
pick up an object and drop it in 
a basket or take hoops that are 
stuck to a wall and place them 
somewhere else within the arena.
 Even Singh was quite 
impressed by the team’s 
success saying, “This has 
been an amazing season with 
record highs. The fact that we 
made it to the championship 
is a record in itself.”
 Hardit said, “My greatest 
memory has to be when we got 
all three safety awards at our last 
competition (and) getting the 
overall safety award for holding 
high standards and spreading 
safety culture to other teams.”
 The future looks bright for 
System Overload as they hope to 
make the FRC Hall of Fame. Also 
with graduation approaching, 
many plan to come back as 
mentors to pass on what they  
learned from the challenges of 
competition and building robots. 

Robotics Club excels

By Jaxen McLaren
Assistant Editor 

 Day of Silence (DOS) is a day 
to shed light on the harassment 
and bullying that members of 
the LGBTQ community face 
day in and day out. More than 
8,000 schools participated in this 
event worldwide, including ones 
in New Zealand, Singapore, 
Russia and the United States.
 DOS first began in 1996 
when a former student from 
University of Virginia, Maria 
Pulzetti, organized it with 
her fellow classmates. The 
following year, the event 
went nationwide when almost 
100 other schools adopted it. 
 It has since been adopted 
by GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Education Network) 
an organization working to 
end LGBTQ harassment. Over 
10,000 students participate in 
DOS through GLSEN alone. 
 Each participant commits 
to the statement on GLSEN’s 
website: “My deliberate 

silence echoes that silence 
which is caused by anti-LGBT 
bullying, name-calling and 
harassment. I believe that 
ending the silence is the first 
step toward building awareness 
and making a commitment 
to address these injustices.” 
 Junior Ani Quindipan is 
GSA Club’s president and was 
formerly the vice president for 
two years. “DOS wasn’t just for 
a few gay kids being bullied, 
we did it to bring awareness 
and a safe environment. We 
want people, gay or not, to feel 
accepted,” said Quindipan. 
 Teachers and students wore 
a sticker on April 10 to show 
they were participating in DOS 
or that they supported its cause. 
 A teacher sure to be wearing 
a sticker that day was Will 
Rasor, a science teacher and 
the advisor of GSA Club. “Our 
main objective was to spread 
awareness and provide visibility 
to all the allies that the LGBTQ 
community have,” said Rasor.
 “I know about thirty people 

Day of Silence opens eyes

District Write
Continued from page 1
going to refine the process, we 
need to prioritize one of those 
goals over another,” said Hart.
 Gladden said, “4,000 essays 
(including the entire district), 
assuming a very quick pace of 5 
minutes per essay to grade, would 
take 20,000 minutes, or over 333 
hours (to grade). Considering the 
purpose of the district literacy 
benchmark, that investment 
of time is not warranted.”
 Gatehouse added that 
not grading all of the district 
assessments is unfair to 
both students and teachers. 
 “We don’t get through all 
of them, which is not fair to 
the students and is not fair to 
the teacher because it’s not 
doing any of the things that we 
want,” said Gatehouse. “We 

want it to be something that ... 
students get something out of, 
something they can improve on 
and kind of showcase (their) 
skills, but if not all of them are 
being looked at, and the grade is 
not going into the gradebook … 
what good is it actually doing?”
 The district is currently 
exploring the possibility of 
having teachers  assign  a 
common grade level writing 
prompt for the district write. 
The assessment will then 
be completed and graded 
as a class assignment.
 This new process, which is 
being explored for next year, 
will allow teachers to remain in 
class instead of being removed to 
assist grading the district writes. 
If approved, this new process will 
also allow students to receive 
individual feedback on their 

work that they can apply to later 
assessments of similar structure.
 Gladden said the potential 
benefit of this new procedure 
for the district write is 
that “the assessment could 
be viewed as formative 
rather than summative.”
 She said the district is 
“looking at performing the 
literacy assessment within 
StudySync (an online 
literature program) next year, 
thereby making the results 
(of the district assessments) 
accessible to all students.”
 Hart added, “There never 
is going to be a perfect system, 
but I think the goal is something 
that we can agree on, and I think 
we have to figure out some 
way to emphasize the things 
that we want and to minimize 
the things that we don’t like.”

Photo by Jaxen McLaren
Junior Ani Quindipan, who is the president of GSA Club, helped 
organize the Day of Silence. The event brought awareness to the 
mistreatment of members in the LGBT community.

who participated, lots were from 
the club or music department, 
but ... there were people I 
don’t know who participated, 
which is awesome to see.
 Rasor has been the club’s 
advisor for the past four years, 
and the club has participated 
in DOS for all four years. 
Previously, the club was advised 
by video production teacher 
Keith Pickering-Walters. 
 One of the more noticeable  
things that the club did to bring 
attention to the event, aside from 
the stickers and their vow of 
silence for the day, was a request 
that day for silence in place 
of the Pledge of Allegiance.
 Pickering-Walters explained 
that the silence during the 
announcements was much of 
the same silence the LGBTQ 
community faces too often 
during much of their lives due 
to bullying and harassment.
 While DOS was created to 
draw attention to the bullying 
the LGBTQ community faces, 
Quindipan said it’s more 
than that. “We did it to bring 
awareness and (to create) a safe 
environment. We want bullied 
people, queer or not, to know 
they have allies here to support 
them,” she said. “We should want 
to be an accepting school, and not 
just on one day, but every day.”
 Quindipan also said the  
GSA club  is there to support 
anyone who might need it, 
whether they’re suffering from 
mental health problems or just 
not feeling accepted. “GSA 
in an upbeat club. You don’t 
have to be a LGBTQ  youth 
to join either, you can support 
the cause just by showing up.”
 Quindipan believes that a 
lot can change if people can 
make a few small alterations 
in their behavior. “We can start 
by being an accepting campus 
and carry that with us outside of 
here,” she said. “You have the 
ability to hurt someone but why 
waste energy on hate when you 
can use it to spread kindness.”
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Cars with Character
By Pomegranate Staff

Some cars are made great ... others have greatness thrust upon 
them. You can make the car, or the car can make you. Whatever 
the cause, in the end, there are always cars with character, cars like  
Senior Lizzy Schwegler’s 2009 Nissan Rogue.

How many miles are on 
the car? 
“130,000”
What is your least 
favorite aspect of the 
car?
“That I can’t fit more 
people in it.”
What is the longest trip 
you have ever taken?
“I went to Long Beach to 
go visit a college.”

What modifications have 
you made or do you plan? 
“I actually put on my 
license plate.”
What types of reactions 
do you get to the car?
“People make fun of me 
because it’s a mom car.”
Is this your dream car?
“No, I would rather have a 
G-Wagon.”

By Vivien Wenneker
Staff Writer

 Starfish on the U.S. West 
Coast have been hit by the biggest 
disease outbreak ever observed in 
wild marine animals. Starting in 
2013, the populations of many 
starfish species experienced a 
dramatic decline, including the 
Pisaster ochraceus, which was 
among the hardest hit. Scientists 
have analyzed the declining 
populations since then and are 
still uncertain as to which factors 
have contributed to the epidemic.
 The disease is called Sea Star 
Wasting Syndrome (SSWS), 
which includes early signs of 
lesions and tissue decay of the 
starfish, leading to limb loss and 
eventual death, often times within 
a matter of days. Researchers 
have not yet concluded whether 
the disease is started by a 
viral pathogen because much 
evidence is inconclusive. 
 While the disease is a naturally 
occurring phenomenon, new 
research suggests that climate 
change may have played a factor 
in exacerbating the deadliness 
of the disease. Worldwide, 
sea surface temperatures have 
been steadily rising due to 
human-caused climate change. 
“What we think is that the 

warm water anomalies made 
these starfish more susceptible 
to the disease that was already 
out there,” said Joe Gaydos, 
science director at the UC 
Davis’ SeaDoc Society. 
 Gaydos, as well as other co-
authors of a study in the journal 
Science Advances, discovered 
the connection by analyzing 
data collected by scuba divers. 
They concluded that divers 
were less likely to see living sea 
stars when water temperatures 
were abnormally high.
 The study didn’t examine 
why warmer temperatures 
make starfish more susceptible 
to the disease, but the authors 
suspect that when starfish get 
hot, the animals’ relatively 
simple immune system might 
become weaker. The scuba diver 
data does, however, confirm 
that the decimation of these 
starfish is triggering a cascade 
of other ecosystem changes.
 Starfish eat sea urchins, but 
due to SSWS, whole rocks that 
were once covered in starfish 
are now covered in sea urchins, 
which eat kelp. “We see these 
big urchin barrens where the 
urchins have gone through and 
eaten all the kelp,” Gaydos said. 
Just like tree forests, kelp forests 
are a place where lots of different 

species like to live and feed. 
“We have higher biodiversity 
when we have more kelp. So it’s 
setting off a cascade,” he added.
 It’s unclear whether sea star 
populations will be able to recover 
in the coming years. While 
this outbreak is unprecedented 
in its size (wiping out nearly 
81 percent of California’s 
starfish population in 2013), 
there is hope that the animals 
will bounce back over time. 
 Some additional evidence 
also indicates that some sea stars 
might be capable of surviving 
the disease due to a mutation, 
which may have altered the 
surviving sea stars’ gene pool.
 This starfish epidemic, 
has  proven the effect 
that climate change can 
have on living organisms. 
 As humans contend with 
changes in the climate, they have 
the opportunity to see the starfish 
disease as both an example and 
as an early sign that scientists 
have warned against of climate 
change’s correlation to disease. 
Scientists are emphasizing the 
consequences of the disease  
which could be both devastating 
and difficult to predict, both of 
which are already starting to take 
shape. This proves how the effects 
of climate change are very real.

Starfish population decimated

Capitani-Schreiber
Continued from page 1
Athletic Director Eileen 
Greenlee first met Christine in 
2002 when she was thinking 
of becoming a teacher. 
Then principal Kevin Drake 
advised Greenlee to observe 
Christine in the classroom.
 Drake had always been 
impressed by Christine. He spoke 
at her funeral and recalled that 
when most teachers are asked 
what they teach, they respond with 
a subject. Drake said, “Christine 
always said, ‘I teach kids.’”
 Greenlee, too, was quickly 
impressed with Christine.  “I was 
amazed, mesmerized. She was 
young, vibrant, spunky, energetic 
and excited about teaching youth 
to enjoy science,” said Greenlee. 
“She danced around the room 
in and out of lab stations. She 
sang as she lectured. After 
watching her ONE time, I knew 
I wanted to be just like her.”
 Social studies teacher Tim 
Rankin, who had also known 
Christine for many years, said, 
“She went out of her way to 
make me feel welcome as a 
new teacher, and the way she 
treated people is something 
I hope to do every day.”
 Rankin said it wasn’t just 
at school that Christine had 
an impact on others’ lives. 
Even after she left Granada, it 
was important to Christine to 
maintain the friendships she 
had developed with colleagues. 
 He said that the week he and 
his wife brought their newborn 
son home from the hospital, 

Christine visited for a few hours 
just to give them the reassurance 
needed around a newborn.
 When Christine returned to 
GHS to teach the ROP class, 
Greenlee had also just returned. 
One of the first people she 
saw was Christine. “I’m in the 
copy room and who walks in 
… my inspiration! I was so 
thrilled to be working with 
Christine again,” she said.
    No matter how long Christine 
had been teaching, her enthusiasm 
never wavered. Greenlee said she 
would often pop in to the ROP 
class where she would “marvel 
at her brilliance.” Greenlee 
added, “I loved how kind she 
was to ALL her students. It 
was very clear how much she 
loved her job and her students.”
 English teacher Madalyn 
Munoz agreed. “Christine 
had a way of instilling a 
confidence in those whose 
lives she touched,  including 
me, her  family, colleagues and 
especially her students,” she 
said. “She was so very proud of 
her students’ accomplishments 
and rejoiced in their successes.”
 Others in education noticed 
Christine’s excellence in the 
classroom and she was named 
“ROP Teacher of the Year” for 
2016-17. It was an honor that 
she was thrilled to receive, but 
she always stressed that it was 
her students who inspired her.
 It was in 2016 that Christine 
first learned she had colon 
cancer, and she initially beat it. 
But late in 2018, she received 
news that the cancer was back.

 “She carried a heavy diagnosis 
with grace and grit, but really that 
was only background noise to 
Christine,” said English teacher 
Maureen Mancuso, who had 
worked next door to Christine 
for the last few years in the 100 
Hall. “She was about living!”
    Mancuso said that we can all 
learn something from Christine. 
“Christine looked for what is best 
in the human spirit and cultivated 
confidence in others. Whenever 
I walked into her room, I was 
greeted with a huge smile and 
hug no matter what a difficult 
day she might be having.”
    Christine was actually known for 
her hugs. Career and Counseling 
Specialist Danielle Watson said 
she will always remember them. 
Watson said, “Christine was 
always wearing a beautiful smile 
and she gave the best hugs!”
 When people talk about 
Christine, her indomitable spirit 
and love of life always come 
up. Munoz said one of her 
favorite memories of Christine 
deals directly with that tireless 
spirit. Munoz said Christine 
had started taking an adult hip-
hop dance class at her daughter 
Maggie’s studio, and she was 
always bugging Munoz, who 
also loves to dance, to join her.  
 “On the eve of her surgery for 
the brain tumor they discovered 
a few months prior, I decided I 
needed to take that class with her!  
I was in awe of the fact that she 
was planning on going to class 
with such an important surgery 
planned for very early morning 
the next day; but she said to me in 

Photo courtesy of Mark Schreiber
Christine Capitani-Schreiber was named “ROP Teacher of the Year” in 
2016-17 due to her outstanding skills in the classroom and the positive 
impact she had on her students. 

typical Christine positivity, ‘I can’t 
think of a better way to spend my 
evening than dancing with you!’” 
 Munoz said they met up 
as planned and “both danced 
like fools, laughing and being 
just plain silly. It was one of 
the best nights of my life and 
one that I will cherish forever.”    
  “Her joy was infectious. Her 
smile contagious. Her spirit, gentle 
but mighty,” said administrative 
secretary Jennifer Advincula. 
“She had no hesitations to 
tell you how blessed she was, 
despite her circumstances.”

    Mancuso added, “Christine 
was a whirlwind—active, 
talkative and in love with life.”
    “There are so many amazing 
things to say about Christine,” 
said Rankin. “The way she lived 
her life was so inspiring. I am 
smiling right now (thinking) 
about our last conversation 
together just recently.  She made 
this world a better place, and she 
left a mark on everyone that was 
lucky enough to be her friend.”
 Brickwedel shared one of 
her last texts from Christine, 
“Only love and light, my friend.”
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Notre Dame Cathedral burns; 
donations pour in to rebuild

Mueller report 
finally released

By Eleanor Hu, Staff Writer

usatoday.com

timemagazine.com

Terrorist bombings in Sri Lanka kill more than 300

Measles outbreak surpasses 700

timemagazine.com

abcnews.com

 The U.S. has been 
experiencing an outbreak 
of measles, with the Center 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention reporting 
more than 700 cases from 
January 1 to April 11. The 
outbreak has surpassed the 
one in 2014,which had 343 
cases, to become the worst 
outbreak of the disease 
in nearly two decades.
 Many cases have 
occurred in unvaccinated 
communities, where 
religious reasons and false 
claims about vaccines have 
caused parents to refuse 
immunizing their children.
 One such outbreak 
is centered in a group of 

ultra-Orthodox Jews in 
New York City where 
more than 300 people have 
fallen ill. This is due to 
their more frequent contact 
with Israel, a country also 
experiencing a measles 
crisis. The community 
has also fallen prey to 
vaccination suspicion.
 Health officials in New 
York are taking action, even 
moving as far as attempting 
to ban unvaccinated 
children from school. In 
addition, a new mandate 
has ordered that all children 
as young as six receive 
vaccinations. Resistance 
can result in a misdemeanor 
charge and $1,000 fine.

 Outbreaks have also 
occurred in California, 
New Jersey and Michigan. 
Outbreaks are defined as 
three or more cases of 
measles. Many of the cases 
are linked to a man who 
traveled from New York 
to Detroit, unaware that 
he had the disease, and 

spread it to 43 other people.
 Dr. John Cullen, the 
current president of the 
American Academy of 
Family Physicians said, 
“It’s just so darn contagious. 
And the way that people 
travel nowadays, it 
just doesn’t really take 
much for it to spread.”

 On April 15, a large 
fire broke out in the Notre 
Dame Cathedral in Paris. It 
was extinguished 15 hours 
later, but a spire, all of the 
roof and much of the upper 
walls were destroyed. 
Though there isn’t an 
o f f i c i a l 
c a u s e , 
o f f i c i a l s 
believe the 
fire may have 
started due 
to a faulty 
circuit or 
c i g a r e t t e s .
 T h e 
cathedral is 
home to a 
14th century 
statue of the 
Virgin Mary 
and Jesus, an 
18th century 
organ, a tunic 
worn by 
French King Louis IX and 
many other valuable pieces 
of art. There are also a 
number of religious relics, 
including a crown of thorns 
said to be the one Jesus 
wore during his crucifixion, 

and a piece of his cross.
 Most of the artifacts 
were saved from the fire, 
mainly due to construction 
that was happening on 
the cathedral during 
the time of the disaster.
 Several world religious 

leaders and governments 
gave their condolences 
in the following days, 
and French citizens and 
tourists gathered along 
the Seine River to hold 
vigils, sing and pray.
 French President 

Emmanuel Macron 
visited Notre Dame the 
evening the fire was put 
out and gave a speech. He 
announced plans to rebuild, 
and started an international 
fundraising campaign the 
following day. Macron said 

that he hoped the cathedral 
would be rebuilt within 
five years (in time for the 
2024 Olympic Games). 
In reality, reconstruction 
could last anywhere 
from 20 to 40 years.
 Heritage conservation 

organization Fondation 
du Patrimoine estimated 
the damage to be in the 
hundreds of millions of 
euros. As of April 22, more 
than a €1 billion have been 
donated, with €880 million 
the first day. Some backlash 

has occurred 
surrounding 
the donations, 
saying that the 
money should 
be given to 
other causes, 
i n c l u d i n g 
F r a n c e ’ s 
h o m e l e s s .
 Most of 
the donations 
came from 
F r e n c h 
bi l l ionaires, 
such as LVMH 
Corporation, 
r e spons ib l e 
for Louis 

Vuitton. “This tragedy 
is striking all the French 
people … everyone wishes 
to give life back to this 
jewel of our heritage,” 
said Francois Pinault, 
who donated €1 million.

 A redacted version of 
the Mueller Report, an 
investigation into Russian 
interference in the 2016 
election, was released 
by the Department of 
Justice on April 18, 2019.
 The report is 448 
pages, and divided into two 
volumes, the first focusing 
on Russian interference 
and allegations of 
conspiracy and the second 
on potential instances of 
obstruction of justice.
 There were four types 
of redactions present 
throughout the report: 
harm to “ongoing matter,” 
“personal privacy,” 
“investigative technique” 
and “grand jury.” Only the 
“grand jury” redactions 
were required by national 
law 6(e) of United States 
criminal procedure.
 The first volume 
determined that Russians 
interfered “in (a) sweeping 
and systematic fashion” 
and “violated U.S. criminal 
law.” It was reported that 
interference occurred 
through two methods, the 
first being a social media 
campaign conducted by the 
Internet Research Agency 
(IRA), which supported the 
Trump campaign, attacked 
the Clinton campaign and 
“aimed to amplify political 
and social discord.”
 The other form of 
interference identified 

contact between Trump 
campaign officials and 
individuals with ties to 
the Russian government. 
However, the report 
said that the Trump 
campaign was not found 
to have “coordinated or 
conspired with the Russian 
government in its election-
interference activities.”
 The second volume 
of the Mueller report, 
addressing obstruction 
of justice, “does not 
conclude that the President 
committed a crime” but also 
“does not exonerate him.” 
Investigators did not feel 
that Trump was completely 
innocent after examining 
his intent and actions, as 
there were 12 incidents 
where he potentially could 
have obstructed justice.
 The report did not 
charge him because 
investigators felt it would 
be unfair to accuse Trump 
without a trial in which he 
could defend himself. They 
also followed a Office of 
Legal Counsel opinion 
that a sitting president 
cannot be prosecuted, and 
worried that any charges 
might stall impeachment 
or impact his governing.
 The report has created 
significant controversy, 
but what action the 
investigators decide to take 
following the information 
released has yet to be seen.

 On April 21, a series 
of bombs went off in Sri 
Lanka in a terrorist attack. 
Approximately 253 people 
were killed, and at least 500 
people were injured. The 
victims were from at least 
16 different countries, and 
at least 45 were children.
 Three bombings 
occurred at Christian 
churches during Easter 
services in Negombo, 
Batticaloa and Colombo. 
There were also bombings at 
the Shangri-La, Cinnamon 
Grand, Kingsbury and 

Tropical Inn hotels. Two 
minor explosions of motor 
bikes were also reported.
 According to Sri Lankan 
government officials, the 
attacks were orchestrated 
by the Sri Lankan terrorist 
group National Thowheeth 
Jama’ath. All seven of 
the suicide bombers 
were Sri Lankan citizens.
 Although the group’s 
motive for the attacks 
is not clear, Sri Lankan 
government minister and 
former army chief said plans 
may have been underway 

for several years, contrary 
to the initial belief that 
it was a direct retaliation 
to the Christchurch 
shooting in New Zealand.
 In response to the 
attack, a Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Cardinal 
Malcolm Ranjith said, “It’s 
a very very sad day for all 
of us. I wish therefore to 
express my deepest sorrow 
and sympathy. I condemn 
to the utmost of my 
capacity this act that has 
caused so much death and 
suffering to the people.”
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By Theo Dean
Perspectives Editor

 With the spring sports season 
coming to a close, the boys and 
girls lacrosse teams are wrapping 
up their respective seasons as 
well. Both teams will finish their 
seasons with rivalry games against 
Livermore on Friday, May 3. 
 The girls varsity team has 
faced many difficult opponents 
this season. Co-captain Gabrielle 
Mullenax, a junior, cited Monte 
Vista and San Ramon Valley as 
some of the team’s most difficult 
opposition, while another junior, 
co-captain Catherine Linney, said 
Cal was one of the tougher teams. 
Despite the difficult opposition, 
the team has not been without 
success, recently defeating 
Newark Memorial 12-7.
 Linney believes and expects 
the team will improve next 
year. “My expectations are 
that we get better and stronger 
as a team … our coaches this 
year have already made a huge 
positive impact,” she said. Those 
coaches are head coach Kimberly 
Gawel, a science teacher, and 
assistant coach Vicki Stiles. 
Both are new coaches this year. 
 In addition to the coaching 
staff, the team can count on 
having a deep team in the next 
few years. The varsity team 
will only graduate three seniors 

this year. In addition, next 
year’s varsity team can count 
on adding players currently 
on the junior varsity squad, 
which is made up of juniors, 
sophomores and freshmen. 
 The team can also count 

on current varsity players who 
will return next year. Mullenax 
specifically named sophomore 
Valeria Bond and junior Sabrina 
Pertica as strong contributors, 
both in terms of skills on the 
field and leadership of the team. 

 Lastly, the team can count on 
being a close group and sharing 
a common goal. While practice 
and games are important, equally 
important is teamwork and 
team camaraderie. Linney said, 
“My favorite memory with this 

team is hanging out with my 
friends on the team every day.” 
 In terms of grade 
representation, the boys varsity 
team has a decidedly different 
look from the girls team. The 
team consists of 14 seniors and 4 
sophomores, with no juniors on 
either the varsity or junior varsity 
team. As a result, the team has 
had plenty of leadership this year. 
 Sophomore Joshua Bailey 
cited seniors Alec Faith and 
Angus Stewart in particular 
as team leaders. According to 
Bailey,  Faith is a “good leader 
… he encourages us to play well 
and remember what we practice.” 
Meanwhile, Stewart leads by 
example on the field; he is a great 
defender and “can take the ball up 
the field really well,” Bailey said. 
 In terms of improving next 
season, Bailey hopes the team can 
improve “catching and passing 
and make more attacking plays.” 
Getting an assist, Bailey said, is 
one of the best feelings you can 
have because of the excellent 
example of teamwork it provides.
 Bailey’s enjoyment of 
teamwork is something that 
represents the team as a whole. 
Speaking about what he most 
enjoys about the team, senior 
Daniel Pryor said, “I enjoy having 
the brotherhood of the team and 
that everyone will have each 
other’s back on and off the field.” 

Photo by Bob Bronzan 
Both the girls and boys lacrosse teams are enjoying successful seasons. The teams rely on good leadership 
and their desire to improve everyday in order to produce wins.

Lacrosse teams rely on team chemistry for wins 

By Nathan Canilao
Sports Editor

 In one of the toughest leagues 
in NCS for tennis, the boys 
tennis team earned a 6-12 record 
for the season with wins over 
De La Salle, California, Dublin 
and cross-town rival Livermore. 
The team went 2-0 against both 
De La Salle and Livermore, 
and earned season splits 
against California and Dublin.
 The team won both 
matches against De La Salle 
by a score of 6-3 and got big 
contributions from young 

players like sophomores Nick 
Abrego and Kevin Cai, who 
both went 2-0 individually 
against De La Salle this season. 
 In the close 5-4 victory against 
California, both upperclassmen 
and underclassmen stepped 
up. Seniors Olivier Rooney 
and Samiron Bora won their 
#2 doubles match comfortably, 
while freshman Adam 
Sahn clinched the victory 
with a win at #6 singles.
 The team defeated Livermore 
6-3 early in the season and 
defeated them again in the last 
match of the year by a score of 8-1. 

 Junior Theo Dean went 19-0 
for the season, with 15 wins at #1 
singles during the regular season 
and 4 wins at the EBAL end-
of-season tournament. Junior 
Andrew Lu ended his regular 
season with a singles win against 
Livermore and also earned wins 
at #2 or #3 singles over Monte 
Vista, De La Salle and Cal. 
 In addition to Rooney and 
Bora, the team’s other three 
seniors, Ben Knuth, Isaac Tufts 
and Ritwik Aluri, have all 
made significant contributions 
to the doubles lineup. 
 Bora is enjoying his senior 

Boys tennis team led by young talent and senior leadership
season. “The hard work we 
put in definitely shows in the 
results,” he said. While a 6-12 
record is far from perfect, it 
is an improvement from last 
year, when the team earned five 
wins. Six of the team’s losses 
this season came to schools 
like Foothill, Amador, and 
Dougherty Valley, who have all 
been contenders for the NCS 
team tournament in recent years. 
 Bora is a significant team 
contributor, especially when it 
comes to doubles. He played 
with multiple partners this 
year, including Tufts and 

Rooney, and earned eight 
doubles wins on the season.
 Although the team will 
graduate five seniors this year, 
it has time to develop, with six 
freshmen and five sophomores 
making up over half of the team. 
 The team’s record reflects 
how competitive a league EBAL 
is for tennis. Although they 
face very difficult opposition 
every season, the team has 
been improving over the past 
few years. In future seasons, 
they hope to get better by 
putting in hours on court 
and focusing on teamwork.  
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Balancing school and sports, student does it all
By Laney Lawrence

Staff Writer
 With dedicated players and 
coaches who strive to perform 
their best, any sports team can 
achieve success. This year, the 
constant dedication of players 
on the track and cross country 
teams has led to successful 
seasons for both sports. 
 Senior Kalea Bartolotto has 
been participating in both track 
and cross country teams since 
the beginning of her sixth grade 
year. Before deciding to focus 
all of her time on cross country 
and track in her sophomore 
year, Bartolotto played soccer 
for ten years. Soccer, cross 
country and track are all sports 
that require teamwork and a 
mentality from the players 
and coaches that excellence 
is always being strived for.
 Bartolotto’s favorite part 
of participating in the school’s 
track and cross country teams 
are the relationships built 

with her teammates and their 
common goal of success. “I 
most enjoy the team aspect and 
how we get to spend a lot of 
time working with our friends 
toward a goal,” said Bartolotto. 
 The athlete’s persistent 
mentality is inspired by the 
work ethic and support from her 
fellow teammates and coaches. 
“I’m driven by my teammates 
and coach and how hard they 
work so we can be good. It 
makes me want to work harder 
for them,” said Bartolotto. 
 Not only is Bartolotto a 
successful athlete in many 
different sports, she is also an 
exemplary student. Her favorite 
subject to study in school is 
biology, because she “love[s] 
learning about the human 
body and understanding how it 
works.” In her free time, when 
not in school or at practice, 
Bartolotto enjoys spending her 
time watching TV, movies or 
reading a compelling novel.
 Bartolotto will attend college 

in the fall after graduating 
with the Class of 2019. She 
will attend Northwestern 
University, a private research 
university that has many 
campuses across the country. 
Bartolotto will be attending the 
campus located in Chicago. 
 Northwestern University is 
ranked in the top ten of national 
universities this year, and 
Bartolotto will be continuing 
her high level of education when 
she attends in the fall, majoring 
in biomedical engineering.
 At Northwestern University, 
not only will Bartolotto be 
continuing her education, she 
will also be running Division 
one (D1) cross country with the 
university’s team. Bartolotto’s 
perseverance, dedication and 
intelligence has proved in the 
past to have been rewarded, 
further proving that her future 
education and position on 
the cross country team at 
Northwestern University 
will be filled with reward.

Photo by Mya Voigtsberger
While attending Northwestern University, senior Kalea Bartolotto 
looks forward to majoring in biomedical engineering.
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Team Feetwood Mac was made up of, from left to right, juniors Caitlin 
Miller, Parker Graham, Abby Rothe, Elayna Cisneros, Adriana Chavez 
and Tiffany Rucker.

This schedule showcases all the activities taking place over the course 
of the race, making sure no one was bored while waiting for their turn.

From left to right, juniors Payton Rose, Cole Detert, Sarah Adams, Yarin Dan, Keegan Waklee, Caitlin 
Wiesner and Alethea Ingraca made up one of the teams racing: Flaming Flamingos.

Students run in 24 Hour Race to help end human trafficking 
By Eleanor Hu

Staff Writer
 Every day men, women 
and children across the world 
become victims of human 
trafficking. This year Granada 
held a 24 Hour Race to fight 
this ongoing problem. Students 
created relay teams that ran for 
24 hours and used GoFundMe 
pages to raise money to 
donate to anti-trafficking 
organization Exodus Road.
 The idea to start a race 
at Granada began with 
senior Lauren Molyneux, 
who previously lived in 
Singapore. She learned about 
the organization while she 
was there and felt inspired to 
bring the event to Granada. 
Molyneux said, “Living and 
traveling in South East Asia, I 

saw a lot of examples of human 
trafficking, and it was always 
so frustrating that I couldn’t 
do anything about it, but doing 
the race really helped me feel 
like I was making a difference.” 
 Human trafficking may 
seem like a distant problem, but 
California is ranked the fourth 
worst state in the nation for 
this issue, and Alameda County 
makes up 46 percent of all cases 
in the state. Human trafficking 
is modern day slavery that takes 
advantage of the vulnerable, 
forcing them into labor or 
commercial sexual exploitation.
 Exodus Road is an 
organization that conducts 
rescue missions for survivors 
of human trafficking, teaches 
local law enforcement about 
human trafficking and supports 
survivors. The organization 

can continue to help victims 
because of the $6,090 raised 
from Granada’s 24 Hour Race. 
 However, the event doesn’t 
just help victims of human 
trafficking; the race also has 
a positive impact on students. 
Molyneux said, “I really wanted 
to build an event that would 
continue to grow and inspire 
others even after I graduated. (It) 
is something that inspires young 
people to get involved with an 
issue that is far more prevalent 
than most people realize.”
 She hopes that the tradition 
will continue long after she has 
graduated. Advisor Sommer 
Newkirk added, “As a teacher 
advisor, I really enjoy seeing 
young people dedicated to 
making positive change in the 
world and better educating 
themselves on the issue.”



12

the pomegranate

Congrats to Tate Masingale,
ALOHA’S DRIVER OF THE MONTH!!!

Tate has earned a $50 GAS CARD on ALOHA!!!
(Contact ALOHA to collect your prize)

~Thank you to all students past & present for your business~

$20.00 OFF (full package)
FULL Package = Taking Classroom Drivers Ed & Behind-the-Wheel @ ALOHA

Classroom Drivers Ed. enrolling NOW! 
If you want to pass, come to class!

  
Enroll on-line or give the office a call

 (925) 373-7483
Classroom Drivers Ed. runs monthly 

On-Line Drivers Ed available 24/7
Check out our website for more info: 

www.AlohaDrivingSchool.com
(One coupon per enrollment, exp. 12/31/19 DMV #4146)

May 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

AV: Amador Valley
CV: Castro Valley
DLS: De La Salle

FH: Foothill
LHS: Livermore
MV: Monte Vista 
Cal: California

SRV: San Ramon Valley
Car: Carondelet

DV: Dougherty Valley
DHS: Dublin

1
-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-Literary Society MM-3
-Debate Club
-Fresh Baseball @ AV
-JV/V Baseball @ AV

2
-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15       
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205
-V Softball @ Livermore
-Fresh Softball vs LHS

3
-Jefferson Awards Club
 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Prayer and Worship P-23
 @ 7 a.m.
-Fresh Baseball @ LHS
-V Baseball vs LHS
-V G Lacrosse vs LHS

4
-Wanderlust Festival @
 7:00 a.m. in SF
-Bay Area Book
 Festival in SF

11
-2019 Hawaiian May
 Day Festival @ 10:00-
 6:00 p.m. in Alameda
 Fair Grounds

18
-Rolling Stones perform @ 
 Levi Stadium in Santa Clara
-2019 Annual Livermore
 Downtown Street Fest @
 10:00 a.m.
-Livermore Wine Country
 Festival on First St.

25
-Carnaval San Francisco 
@
 10:00 a.m.
-Oakland A’s vs Seattle
 Mariners in Coliseum
 

10
-AP Testing: U.S. History
 and Computer Science
 Principles
-IB Testing
-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Prayer and Worship P-23
 @ 7 a.m.

9
-AP Testing: Chemistry
-IB Testing
-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15       
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205

8
-AP Testing: English
 Lit and European History
-IB Testing
-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Debate Club 509

7
-AP Testing: Spanish
 Language 
-IB Testing
-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-School Board Meeting
 @ 7:00-9:00 p.m.

6
-AP Testing: U.S. Gov &
 Politics and Environmental
 Science
-IB Testing
-YoungLife The Little  
  Theatre @ 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

5
-Cinco de Mayo
-Asian Art Museum
 Free Admission Day
 in SF

16
-AP Testing: Statistics
-IB Testing
-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15       
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205

15
-AP Testing: English
 Language
-IB Testing
-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Debate Club 509

14
-AP Testing: Calculus AB,
 Calculus BC
-IB Testing
-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-Native American
 Heritage/ UC Davis
 Night in AT&T Park @
 7:00 p.m.

13
-AP Testing: Biology,
 Physics C, & Mechanics
-IB Testing
-YoungLife The Little
 Theatre @ 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

12
-Mother’s Day
-Hollywood Vampires
 perform @ 8:00 p.m.
 in SF

19
-Bay Area Caberet @
 7:30 p.m. in SF
-Matsuri! Japanese
 Arts Festival in Santa
 Rosa @ 11:00 a.m.

17
-AP Testing: Computer
 Science A
-IB Testing
-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Prayer and Worship P-23
 @ 7 a.m.

20
-IB Testing
-CAASPP Testing
-SBAC Testing
-YoungLife The Little  
  Theatre @ 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

21
-IB Testing
-CAASPP Testing
-SBAC Testing
-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26

22
-IB Testing
-CAASPP Testing
-SBAC Testing
-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Debate Club

23
-IB Testing 
-CAASPP Testing
-SBAC Testing
-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15       
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205

24
-IB Testing
-CAASPP Testing
-SBAC Testing
-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Prayer and Worship P-23
 @ 7 a.m.
-Powder Puff Game

31
-Aloha Rally
-Jefferson Awards Club
 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Prayer and Worship P-23
 @ 7 a.m.

26
-2019 Carnaval Grand
 Parade in SF @
 9:30 a.m.
-Art and Wind Festival
 in San Ramon @
 11:00 a.m.

27
-Memorial Day
-No School

28
-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-Senior Disneyland Trip
-Spirit Week

29
-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators
 Club P-15 
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Debate Club 509
-Senior Disneyland Trip

30
-Senior Awards Cornerstone
 Church @ 6:30-8:00 p.m.
-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15       
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205
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